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Engr. Mokuolu Urges Buhari to Turn Nigeria’s Economy Around
“To us, a good point to start the
business of lifting Nigerians out of
poverty is for government at all levels
to make it a matter of priority to
liquidate all outstanding domestic
debts owed to indigenous contractors
across the country, especially in the
construction industry”. According to
him, this will guarantee increase in the
purchasing power of millions of
Nigerians who are clinging on to the
value chain in the industry. He further
r e q u e ste d t h e t h r e e t i e r s o f
government to evolve and implement
robust policies targeted at creating
jobs for the growing population and
entrench an era of wealth creation.
“To this end, we urge State Governors,
especially the new ones, to reevaluate the ongoing projects of their
predecessors with a view to
continuing and taking them to
completion, rather than initiating new
ones”.

NSE President, Engr. Adekunle Mokuolu, FNSE

T

he President of the Nigerian
Society of Engineers (NSE), Engr.
Adekunle Mokuolu, FNSE has
urged the President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency,
Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR, FNSE to
take steps towards turning around the
economy in the interest of the
citizenry. Engr. Mokuolu made the call
on Wednesday, June 27, 2019 in Abuja
th
at Society's 11 Fellowship Lecture
and Fellowship Conferment, he said
the call was against the backdrop of
the ravaging poverty amongst the
citizenry.
According to him:
“President Buhari had declared in his
speech at the inaugural Democracy
Day ceremony on June 12, 2019, that
with leadership and sense of purpose,
the federal government can lift 100
million Nigerians out of poverty in 10
years. We believe him. We strongly
hold the view that the most potentially
devastating insurgence that

Government needs to fight is the
insurgence of Poverty and Hunger.
Nigeria was described as having the
highest number of extremely poor
people in the world in two Reports
released in 2018 by the Brooklyn
Institution and World Poverty Clock
“Those Reports were recently
corroborated by the British Prime
Minister, Theresa May, when she
described Nigeria as the “poverty
capital of the world” during her visit to
Nigeria in March, 2019. The situation
seems gloomy. However, we must
know that the greatest of
achievements are recorded during
the worst of times. All we need is a
sense of purpose. Nigerian Engineers
are ready to partner with government
to ensure that Mr. President's vision is
realized even at a shorter period”, He
said.
Engr. Mokuolu reeled out the NSE
agenda set for the politicians as they
embark on another four-year circle of
governance.

Engr. Mokuolu lamented that the last
ten (10) years has seen huge
budgetary allocation for the purpose
of tackling insecurity in different parts
of the country, adding that having
fought this menace to an appreciable
level, the federal government needs
to re-calibrate and explore the
investment of such funds possibly into
housing and massive construction to
arrest the attention of citizens in the
affected areas. He said there is no
doubt that the resultant bourgeoning
economy or spinoffs from such
investments will create jobs for most
of the youth currently engaged in
these unwanted vices.

In its usual tradition of recognizing and
honouring hard work and distinction
amongst its members, the NSE conferred
Fellowship on Thirty Nine (39) Engineers
at the event. The President performed
t h e co n fe r m e nt c e re m o ny a n d
congratulated the Conferees for their
hard work and dedication to the growth
and development of Nigeria through
their various endeavours. Engr. Mokuolu
further admonished the Brand new
Fellows to remain conscious of their
duties as torchbearers for the promotion
of standards and ethics of the
Engineering profession in Nigeria.
The event climaxed with the
presentation of the Society's serialized
public
lecture which was the eleventh
th
(11 ) titled, “Engineering,
Professionalism and Nation Building”.
The Lecture was delivered by Dr.
Mohammed Kyari, FNES, the Senior
Coordinator, African Union Scientific and
Technical Research Commission.
Chairman of the Board of Fellows, Engr. Felix Atume, FNSE, mni

Cross Section of Conferees

In conclusion, the NSE President
declared that in cognizance of the
huge infrastructure deficit, Engineers
should lead the drive for
infrastructure development in Nigeria
in order to bring about accelerated
provision, at the least cost and highest
quality. He therefore made a strong
appeal to President Muhammadu
Buhari, GCFR, FNSE, to appoint only
Engineers to superintend over critical
infrastructure Ministries as Ministers,
noting that it is only when the
infrastructure has been provided that
Administrators can be brought in to
manage it.
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